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Welcome to God’s House

People tend to feel a lot of pressure this time of year. We want our houses to 
look good for out-of-town guests. We want to impress people with the 

thoughtfulness of our gifts. What a welcome relief, therefore, to 
hear what is required to meet the Lord: only repentance. You 
see, Jesus is not someone we need to impress with our good 
works. In fact, repentance is the opposite of work. Repentance is
simply the humble admission of our sin combined with the joyful

trust that everything needed to bring us close to God has already been done by 
him.

The Common Service (Hymnal, p. 15)

Opening Hymn      There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying   CW #13

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying,
A call from the ways untrod:
Prepare in the desert a highway,
A highway for our God!
The valleys shall be exalted,
The lofty hills brought low;
Make straight all the crooked places
Where the Lord our God may go!
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O Christians, you bring good tidings;
Get up to the heights and sing!
Proclaim to a desolate people
The coming of their King.
Like the flow’rs of the field they perish;
Like grass their works decay.
The pow’r and pomp of nations
Shall pass like a dream away;

But the Word of our God is eternal;
The arm of the Lord is strong.
He stands in the midst of the nations,
And he shall right the wrong.
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd,
The lambs shall gently hold,
To pastures of peace shall lead them,
And bring them safe to his fold.

Invocation

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: ♫   Amen.

Confession of Sins

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 



what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my 
sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on 
me, a sinner.

C: ♫   Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy 
on us.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.

C: ♫   Amen.

Prayer of the Day

M: The Lord be with you.
C: ♫   And also with you.

M: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his 
coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through 
the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: ♫   Amen.

First Lesson                   Malachi 3:1-7b

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly 
the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the 
covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty.



2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? 
For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and 
silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in 
righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to 
the Lord, as in days gone by, as in former years.
5 “So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to testify against 
sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their 
wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive the 
foreigners among you of justice, but do not fear me,” says the Lord Almighty.
6 “I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not 
destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away from 
my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says
the Lord Almighty.

Psalm 24                                 CW, page 73

The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,*
the world, and all who live in it;

for he founded it upon the seas*
and established it upon the waters.

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?*



Who may stand in his holy place?

He who has clean hands and a pure heart,*
he will receive blessing from God his Savior. Refrain

Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,*
that the King of glory may come in.

Who is this King of glory?*
The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.

Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors,*
that the King of glory may come in.

Who is he, this King of glory?*
The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.  Refrain

Second Lesson              Philippians 1:3-11

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I 
always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first 
day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my 
heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of 



you share in God’s grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of you with 
the affection of Christ Jesus.
9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge
and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may 
be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.

Verse of the Day                  Luke 3:4,6

M: Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. And all 
people will see God’s salvation. Alleluia.

C: ♫   Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Gospel                           Luke 3:1-6

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings:

C: ♫   Glory be to you, O Lord!

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea 
and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during the high-priesthood of
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of 
the words of Isaiah the prophet:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
    make straight paths for him.
5 Every valley shall be filled in,
    every mountain and hill made low.



The crooked roads shall become straight,
    the rough ways smooth.
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’” 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: ♫    Praise be to you, O Christ!

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

Hymn     On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry   CW #16

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Come, then, and listen, for he brings
Good news about the King of kings.

Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin
And furnished for a guest within,
And let us all our hearts prepare



For Christ to come and enter there.

We hail you as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward.
Without your grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,
And lift us up to fall no more.
Oh, make your face on us to shine,
And fill the world with love divine.

All praise to you, eternal Son,
Whose advent has our freedom won,
Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.

        

Sermon                       Luke 3:1-6
After the sermon, the congregation sings:

C: ♫   Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from
me. Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your 
free Spirit. Amen.

Offering Hymn                We Give Thee But Thine Own   CW #485:1-2

The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If
you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.                     

C: ♫   We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.



May we thy bounties thus as stewards true receive
And gladly, as thou blessest us, to thee our firstfruits give.

            

Prayer of the Church and Lord’s Prayer

Hymn                   O Jesus, Lamb of God, You Are    #27

O Jesus, Lamb of God, you are
My comfort and my guiding star;
I come, a sinner, trustingly
And bring my many sins with me.

O Lord, my sin indeed is great;
I groan beneath the dreadful weight.
Be merciful to me, I pray;
Take guilt and punishment away.

Saint John the Baptist points to you
And bids me cast my sin on you,
For you have left your throne on high
To suffer for the world and die.

Help me to change my ways, O Lord,
And gladly to obey your Word.
While here I live, abide with me,
Then take me home eternally.

Prayer 



M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May 
we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being 
strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the 
blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: ♫   Amen.

The Blessing

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: ♫   Amen. Amen. Amen. 

Closing Hymn       Arise, O Christian People   CW #14:1-3

Arise, O Christian people! Prepare yourselves today.
Prepare to greet the Savior, Who takes your sins away.
To us by grace alone The truth and light was given;
The promised Lord from heaven To all the world is shown.

Prepare the way before him; Prepare for him the best.
Cast out what would offend him, This great, this heav’nly guest.
Make straight, make plain the way: The lowly valleys raising,
The heights of pride abasing, His path all even lay.

The humble heart and lowly God raises up on high;
Beneath his feet in terror The haughty soul shall lie.
The heart sincere and right, That heeds God’s invitation
And makes true preparation—It is the Lord’s delight.



This Week at Zion

Today: 7:30/9:45 a.m. Worship 
8:30/8:45 a.m. Sunday School / Adult Bible study
2:30 p.m. KML Band concert

Mon: 6:00 p.m. Sunday School Teacher meeting 

Wed: 6:00 p.m. Catechism instructions

Thu: 6:30 p.m. Koine Christmas concert at KML
7:00 p.m. Worship with Holy Communion

Sat: 9:00 a.m. Sunday School Christmas practice

Sun: 7:30/9:45 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
8:30/8:45 a.m. Sunday School / Bible study
3 & 7:00 p.m. Seminary Christmas Concerts - Mequon
3:00 p.m. Luther Prep Christmas Concert - Watertown

In our Prayers   Joan Schuppel, following a couple surgeries this past week at 
Froedtert – St. Joseph’s in West Bend. 

Christmas Decorating   This Sunday after the late service we plan to put up the 
Christmas decorations in church. Decorations are ready to go…it won’t take long 
if we get enough willing hands. 

Endowment Update   Members of our endowment committee will be making a 
brief presentation after the services this weekend.

In memory of Allen Schaefer, $75 was given to the general memorial fund. 
Sincere thanks.



Thanks to Anne Drewa (Thursday) and Bea Pamperin (Sunday) for serving as our 
organists this weekend. 

The flowers on the altar today are placed to God’s glory by Rich and Kathy Diels 
on the occasion of Kathy’s 75th birthday. 

Christmas Eve Pre-service   It’s been a tradition to sing some Christmas carols 
before the worship service on Christmas Eve (caroling starts at 5:00 p.m.) During
this time we’ve also had people use their instruments (violin, trumpet, 
saxophone, clarinet, flute, baritone, piano, etc…) to accompany carols or as 
solos. We’ve also had soloists or duets sung during that half hour. If you’re 
interested in playing or singing, please contact Pastor Bode as soon as possible.  

December calendars and copies of the Forward in Christ for December may be 
found on the cabinets in the entryway. If you haven’t picked them up already, 
please do so before you leave. 

Advent Devotions   We Have Seen His Glory is Martin Luther College’s newest 
Advent devotional booklet, a gift to us this Christmas. In these 25 devotions for 
December 1-25, you will explore the ways the “glory of the Lord” and the “angel 
of the Lord” have been used in God’s Word both in the Old and New 
Testaments. Pick one up from the cabinet in the entryway.  

Christmas Cards are available in the old coatroom at the back of the church. 
Check them out before Christmas is upon us.

Sunday School Christmas Practice   We will have our third practice this 
Saturday, December 11th, from 9 – 10:30 a.m. Please make every attempt to 
have your child(ren) here to practice for the Christmas Eve service. Thank you. 

Christmas Concerts    This week there are a number of different concerts in the 
area for your listening enjoyment. KML’s Winter Band concert is today at 2:30, 



Koine’s annual Christmas production Emmanuel Lux, will be Thursday at KML, 
and the Seminary and Luther Prep will present their choral concerts next Sunday
afternoon. 

Holiday Make & Take at KML   Need a gift for that hard-to-shop-for someone or 
just want to add some new decor to your home? Come enjoy a Holiday Make & 
Take at KML! Make a round sign to hang on your door or a winter porch leaner 
sign, and take it home with you the same day! The cost is $35 for a 15” round 
sign and $45 for a 48”x12” porch leaner. The remaining dates are Friday, 
December 10 from 6-8 p.m. or Saturday, December 11 from 5-7 p.m.

Classes are held in the KML art room and are open to 9th grade - adults. Limited 
number of openings available. Register at www.kmlhs.org/art. Questions? 
Contact Rachael Kreis at rachael.kreis@kmlhs.org  or at 262-573-5345. 
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